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Project goals
▶ Provide digital access to ca. 820 Mmmonk MSS▶ Build mmmonk.be on open and sustainable 

principles (incl. max use of IIIF)▶ Raise IIIF awareness among end-users▶ Provide rich context for the mss

Ghent, UL, Ms. 10 ff.80v-81r; s.XV; Cicero, De inventione

4 partners
▶ Bruges Public Library▶ Ghent University Library▶ Bruges Major Seminar▶ Ghent Diocese



4 abbeys
▶ St Bavo’s (OSB) Ghent °s. VII▶ St Peter’s (OSB) Ghent °s. VII▶ Ten Duinen (OCist) Koksijde °1138▶ Ter Doest (OCist) Lissewege °1175

Ghent, UL, Ms. 92 f.13r; 1121; Lambertus a s. Audomaro, Liber floridus

Bruges, PL, Ms. 140 f. 2r; ca.1200; Gregorius Magnus, Moralia in Job



823 extant manuscripts

▶ Bruges Public Library 489▶ Bruges Major Seminar 106▶ Ghent University Library 86▶ Ghent Diocese 12

+▶ External collections 130 
Bruges, MSem, Ms. 157/188 f.38r; s. XV; 

Valerius Maximus, Facta et dicta memorabilia

▶ St Bavo 115▶ St Peter 82▶ Ter Doest 339▶ Ten Duinen 287

TODAY AT

636/693

DIGITISED + IIIF

51



5

Antwerp Plantin-Moretus Museum 1

Aylesbury Waddesdon Manor 1

Berlin Kunstbibliothek 1

Berlin Staatsbibliothek 3

Brussels State Archives 1

Brussels KBR 18

Cambridge MA Houghton L. 2

Cambridge Peterhouse 1

Cambridge St John’s 1

Cambridge Trinity 1

Cambridge UL 4

Chantilly Bibl. et arch. du château 1

Chicago Art Institute 1

New Haven (CT) Beinecke L.1

Oxford Bodleian 6

Paris BnF 7

Sevilla B. Capitular y Colombina 1

Sevilla UL 1

Stockholm Kungliga Biblioteket 1

Toledo (OH) Museum of Art 1

Tournai Cathédrale 1

Troyes BM 4

Utrecht Catharijneconvent 1

Vatican BAV 6

Westmalle Trappist Abbey 1

Chicago UL 1

Den Haag KB 3

Escorial 3

Genova B. Durazzo 2

Glasgow UL 1

Haarlem Stadsbibl. 6

Holkham Hall 18

Leiden UL 8

London BL 13

Los Angeles Getty 1

Lyon BM 1

Namur Séminaire 1

Total: 687/823 manifests. See mmmonk.be.



Project stages
S1: Building blocks (Mar ‘19-Oct ‘20)▶ digitisation - metadata enrichment 

S2: Experiments (Nov ‘20-Oct ‘21)▶ building blocks II (digitised 565 manuscripts!)▶ user interviews on IIIF experience▶ lay of the land

S3: Minimal IIIF (Nov ‘21-Oct ‘22)▶ Guided viewing▶ Annotations lay-out demo▶ Reuse: workshops and tutorials▶ Search & browse custom collections

Bruges, PL, Ms. 8 f.77r; s.XIII; Psalter

Leiden, UL, Lip26; s.XI; P. Terentius Afer, Comoediae VI



Metadata aggregation 
using IIIF manifests 
A proof-of-concept

Mission: 

Aggregate IIIF metadata ~ IIIF images 

→ Gain practical and in-depth understanding of the topic

→ Experimental sandbox environment: project + limited 

data-set

→ Share lessons learned and recommendations with the 

community

Chantilly, Bibliothèque du château, Ms. 724, f. 57r; s.XV; 

Lambert de St-Omer, Liber floridus for abbot Philips Conrault



Ingest module

1. Define structured 

fields

2. Ingest manifest

3. Define date and 

provenance

Ghent, UL, Ms. 92 f.56v; 1121; Lambertus a s. Audomaro, Liber floridus

{

"label": "Title",

"value": "[Biblia sacra]"

},

{

"label": "Physical 

location",

"value": "Bruges Grand 

Seminar"

},

{

"value": "Ms. 

Grootseminarie 001/002",

"label": "Call number"

},

...









Conclusions
- Crossing institutional borders

- Minimal computing solution awaiting common 

use of SeeAlso 

In the IIIF manifest currently:

- Minimal metadata

- No standardisation 

- Multilinguality

IIIF needs to make the connection with Linked 

Open Data. 

Bruges, PL, Ms. 411 f. 4r; s. XV; Thomas ofCantimpré, De natura rerum



Calendar

1 december 2022 

Festive Launch at Bruges PL

18/11, 25/11, 2/12, 9/12/22 

Mmmonk School - Online classes on medieval books

Registration now open! > mmmonk.be

17 February 22 

IIIF Friday ft. Mmmonk at KBR
Paris, BnF, Ms. 5596 f. 109r; s. IX; Gesta Francorum; e. a.



Cambridge, UL, N.n4.1 f.4v; s.XVI; 

Benedictional of Abbot Robert de Clercq, miniatures by Simon Bening
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