
Linking to the future : ISNIs in 
the UK publisher and library 

metadata systems

Jenny Wright

September 2022





Descriptive

(RDA)

Access/

Retrieval 

(RDA)

Authority 

(NAC0)

Subject (DDC, 

LCC, LCSH/ 

FAST)

Summary/

Extended 

TOC 

(ONIX)

Data from publishers Data to libraries



Descriptive

(RDA)

Access/

Retrieval 

(RDA)

Authority 

(NAC0)

Subject (DDC, 

LCC, LCSH/ 

FAST)

Summary/

Extended 

TOC 

(ONIX)

Data from publishers Data to libraries







• machine readable

• open standard

• unique

• linkable









NACO Matchfile ISNI
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<contributor><nameidentifier><nameIDtype>

ONIX Codelist 44

01 Proprietary Note that <IDTypeName> is required with proprietary 

identifiers

16 ISNI International Standard Name Identifier. A sixteen digit 

number. Usually presented with spaces or hyphens dividing 

the number into four groups of four digits, but in ONIX 

the spaces or hyphens should be omitted. See 

https://isni.org/

18 NACO A control number assigned to a Library of Congress Control 

Number (LCCN) Name Authority / NACO record

21 ORCID Open Researcher and Contributor ID. A sixteen digit 

number. Usually presented with hyphens dividing the number 

into four groups of four digits, but in ONIX the hyphens 

should be omitted. See http://www.orcid.org/



ISBN PublisherID NACO ISNI ORCID …

9780844735719
90eabb42-a2f4-4456-

8f43-683f67d9be98

9780130203359 12397729 n 99831355 0000000033736517

9780008367602 0000000108883192

….
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ISNI field ONIX data block(s) Codelist value

first name

<contributor>; <alternativename>

<b036> text

surname <b037> text

ISBN <productidentifier> <b221> 5 15

<b244> [ISBN]

Orcid
<contributor>

<x415> 44 16=ISNI; 18=NACO; 21=ORCID; 31=VIAF

NACO <b244> [identifiervalue]

Active start date

<contributor><contributordate>

<x417> 177 56=date flourised; 50=birthdate; 51=deathdate

Active end date <b306> date

Birth date

Death date
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