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Textual sources as information



From textual information to data



Relational data: a simple example



Database (e.g. catalogue, data management 
systems)

● Allows us to structure information, 

● Which aids us in sorting, identify specific patterns, consider larger 
amounts of information, and analyze - map and compare data points,

● This does not have to be on a computer. 
But computational approaches afford increased
velocity, volume, variety, and veracity.



An example: excerpt of the WeChangEd project
Research question: The 19th century in Britain saw changing roles for 
women, where women served as editors of periodicals. To understand who 
they were and hypothesize about their roles in history, the press, and daily 
function as editors we need to map the transnational networks of 
intellectual exchange in which women editors participated, with particular 
attention to the periodicals they edited.



Developing a database

Research question: The 19th century in Britain saw changing roles for 
women, where women served as editors of periodicals. To understand who 
they were and hypothesize about their roles in history, the press, and daily 
function as editors we need to map the transnational networks of 
intellectual exchange in which women editors participated, with particular 
attention to the periodicals they edited.



Approach 

1) Collect, store and organize biographical information on the editors;
2) Collect, store and organize information on the periodicals they worked 

on
3) In a relational database - relating two or more items.



The Database
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Schelstraete, Jasper, and Marianne Van Remoortel. 

"Towards a sustainable and collaborative data model for
periodical studies." Media History (2018): 1-19.



Key data models

• Person (VIAF)

• Periodical (ISSN)

Key data properties

• Place(s) (Geonames)

• Date(s)

• Language (ISO 639.2)

Key links

• Periodical-periodical 

(PRESSoo)

• Periodical-person 

(MARC relators)

• Person-person 

(FOAF?)

www.wechanged.ugent.be


Nodegoat

Web-based collaborative relational data management system & visualisation 
environment.



Now what
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with CC0 1.0

https://www.flickr.com/photos/52924836@N00/29649359394
https://www.flickr.com/photos/52924836@N00
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/cc0/1.0/?ref=ccsearch&atype=rich


Trial and error 



Semantic web

The Semantic Web Stack, Tim Berners-Lee



Mapping the WeChangEd database to 
wikidata

- Exported this data and mapped it to a Wikidata ontology

- Wikidata - public, open data source

- Used the Wikidata integrator to import data







Stories Service











Conclusion


